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Abstract 

Scripture teaches that peace and security are only found in God. The 

guaranteed safety, whether natural or spiritual, from danger or loss are all in 

God Himself. A place of safe retreat, healing and renewal are found in God. 

God is the stronghold from which any launch a counterattack cannot succeed. 

Providing a divine peace for His creation is a characteristic of God in the Old 

Testament. Peace came through adherence to God’s will as expressed in his 

spoken word, covenants and law. The Hebrew word Shalom means “peace in all 

its fullness, in every aspect of life”. The New Testament agrees with the teaching 

of peace as it explains God’s ultimate provision of divine peace is discovered in 

the person and work of Jesus Christ. It is through Jesus Christ that peace and 

security with God can be achieved and maintained. Peace and security are their 

birthright. Nigeria perception of peace and security is different. They try to find 

peace and security elsewhere. The desire of peace and security in Nigeria varies 

according to their circumstance. Nigeria has a lot of resources that can boost of 

economy and improve the living conditions of the people, yet many are dying of 

hunger and poverty. Many stay without shelters. Even travelling in Nigeria is 

risk of fraught, danger, insecurity and uncertainties. At home one is not safe 

because of armed robbers, thief, assassins, Fulani herdsmen, Boko Haram, 

communal crisis and murderers can strike at any time of the day. Peace and 

security is becoming elusive and mirage. The corruption, greed and insecurity 

have taken over Nigeria everywhere. The country has no regard for the fear of 

God. Because human sinfulness; God’s provision of peace and security are 

always under serious threat. Scriptures shows that this breaking of peace and 

security has implication for the whole of the creation. This paper looked at the 

teaching of harmony, peace and security that are available in Christian 

Religious education through having a right relationship with God and others 

and the association of the presence of the Holy Spirit. Christian Religious 

education explains how peace and security are in God Himself. Nigeria is to 

refocus in Christian Religious education as a fundamental factor for redressing 

peace, good governance and national security. Refocusing in the teaching of 

Christian Religious education in Nigerian schools will bring peace, security and 

blessing of God since no nation could survive without God and His laws. 

Christian Religious education teaches vital messages needed for security. It 

changes the conducts and behaviour of people in the government and within the 

community. Nigerian leaders need to know the importance of peace, harmony, 

unity, security and faith are in God. 
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For years, Nigeria had been 

tagged “death zone and security risk 

nation” to which many nations including 

international communities have warned 

their nationals not to live or even travel 

to Nigeria. Citizens of other nations find 

it very difficult to operate or open any 

business in Nigeria. Taking cursory look 

at the happenings in and around Nigeria, 

one may be tempted to agree with this 

notion by international communities that 

their fears justified. This is because 

Nigeria has been experiencing a number 

of crises, social-vices and lack of cordial 

relationship among her citizens since 

independence. There have been constant 

hostilities among the inhabitants of one 

village, town, city and the other; one 

state and another or inhabitants of the 

same town or the same state based on 

tribal, religions or ideological 

differences. Violent conflict has also 

developed a pervasive phenomenon in 

most Nigerian communities (Olawale & 

Yemisi, 2012). The cause of  Nigeria’s 

experience of the civil war was the lack 

of the peace and national security that 

covered various political parties which 

generated crises that finally led to the 

1967-1970 civil war that have had 

devastating, effects on unity, security 

and peaceful co-existence in Nigeria. 

Furthermore, the intensity frequency and 

rapid spread of crises in recent times is 

an issue of intense public concern. In 

most states of the federation, one hears  

 

 

stories of violent conflict involving 

individuals or groups. For instances, Ife-

Modakeke crisis in Osun State, Jukun-

Tiv war in Taraba State, Odi Massacre 

in Bayelsa State, Urhobo, Izon, Itsekiri 

crisis in Warri, Jimeta conflict, Rigasa 

up-rising in Kaduna State in !980, 

Muslim-Christian clash in Jos 2001, 

2005,2010, Boko Haram uprising in 

Bauchi in 1980, 2010, 2011, Yobe, 

Katsina  the 1980‟s Maitasine uprising 

in Kano, the Kaduna upheavals of 2000, 

2011, others include Shagamu 

Hausa/Yoruba crisis (2000), the 

Ogoni/Elepolo crisis 2003, the current 

Boko Haram mayhem in North Eastern 

part of Nigeria, (Olawale & Yemisi, 

2012), the Mada-Fulani, the Mada-

Eggon in Akwanga, Eggon-Fulani in 

Nasarawa state among many others. 

There is a serious case of insecurity on 

Nigerian roads and highways. Kaduna-

Abuja expressway has become a death, 

crises kidnapping and robbery zone 

putting the travellers into a serious state 

of frustration. Travellers prefer to come 

to Abuja from Kaduna through rail and 

return through the same way. 

All over the world, there are 

confusion, crisis and conflicts. 

Terrorism, kidnappings, abductions, 

armed robberies, armed uprisings, and 

ethno-religious and political upheavals 

have become the order of the 

international system. Genocide has 

become a common denomination with 
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the systematic extermination of groups 

based on ethnic and religious identities. 

Hardly does a day go by without news 

of ethnic and religious conflicts from 

different parts of the world. From the 

countries in the former Yugoslavia to 

Rwanda and Burundi, from Pakistan to 

Nigeria, from Afghanistan to the Central 

African Republic, ethnic and religious 

conflicts have left indelible marks of 

destruction on societies (Oyeneye & 

Adenuga, 2014). 

Worst still is everyday armed 

robbery infliction on both individuals 

and financial institutions. One cannot 

peacefully sleep in his house in Nigeria. 

Armed robbers use force and diabolical 

means to enter people’s houses 

collecting money, mobile phones and 

other valuable materials. The Nigerian 

police, an institution charged with the 

responsibility of protecting lives and 

properties have failed in their duties, 

many of them do rent out arms and 

ammunitions to armed robbers. Some of 

them even engage in armed robbery and 

lorry loads of arms and ammunitions can 

be transported from one location to 

another which drivers are ready to part 

with twenty naira bribe at every police 

and soldiers check point or road block. 

(Oyeneye & Adenuga, 2014). The love 

of money has eaten deep into the 

Nigerian society. 

Christian religious education is 

an important feature of human existence 

that cannot ordinarily be under played. 

The history of humanity is replete with 

man’s adherence to various supernatural 

injunctions. Such injunctions have aided 

socio-economic and socio-educational 

development, interpersonal and 

international cooperation. It has been an 

underlying force precipitating conflicts 

and civil and international oppression 

(Okebukola, 2012) 

 

Peace in Christian Religious Studies 

Education 

Within Christian doctrine, 

Christian religious education can aid 

democracy and good governance that is 

characterised by accountability, 

transparency, patriotism, fear of God, 

due process, responsiveness and the rule 

of law, cannot be overemphasized. To 

Christians, God rules His people through 

chosen individuals. There is no 

government that can rule except God 

allows it (Osaji, 2016). 

Jesus Christ was a political activist and 

Messianic revolutionist who like the 

zealots of his time wanted freedom for 

Israel, did not separate his teaching of 

Christian religious education from peace 

and security. His mission statement in 

Luke 4:18-19 makes his ministry 

holistic. He declared that his ministry 

was for those suffering from various 

forms of bondages and oppression, 

including economic oppression or 

poverty; physical oppression diseases, 

disabilities, political oppression, 

injustice and oppressive rule, demonic 

oppressions, various forms of occultic 

practices (Olasupo, 2016). These same 

evils still plague Nigeria today in the 

government, church and private 

organisations. The Bible is replete with 

many examples of Godly people in 
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political participation such as Joseph in 

Egypt who saved many from hunger and 

starvation (Gen. 41), Amos who warned 

leaders of his time, against injustice 

(Amos 4:7), Daniel and his three friends 

who changed the political equation in 

Persia (Dan 3:5-6), and Nehemiah who 

personally sacrificed to save his people 

(Neh. 1-2 & 5).   

In the New Testament, Paul 

refused to give up his political rights as 

a citizen when political authorities put 

him in prison and flogged him without 

giving him proper trial (Acts 16:37-38, 

22-25). Throughout history, the 

Christians have always been the voice of 

the voiceless in speaking against 

injustice and oppression. The challenges 

of moral bankruptcy, corruption, 

poverty, disease and ignorance all call 

for Christian participation in politics. 

When godly people, who have the fear 

of God, are in power/position, peace will 

reign and the society will be at peace. 

The nation will be secured. The fear of 

God in them will help them to rule 

according to God’s dictates and not 

appease their selfish gain (Obijole, 

2012). 

 

Peace 

Peace is a situation or a period 

of time in which there is no war or 

violence in a country or an area, state of 

being calm, of quietude and living in 

friendship with somebody. Peace is 

explained in three perspectives mainly 

quiet/ tranquillity, mental calmness 

serenity and freedom from or the 

cessation of war (Onah, 2017). 

According to Olawale & Yemisi, (2012) 

peace is the state of being calm, quite 

and freedom from disturbance. Peace is 

also known as the “state of freedom 

from war or freedom from civil disorder. 

Hence, peace is security because when 

one is free without fear, when there is 

peace; people then will have freedom to 

develop their social lives, practices their 

religion, go to school and do their 

businesses freely. It is the breach of 

peace that causes civil disorder, rioting 

and other forms of disharmony or 

instability. Any society that is not living 

in peace must live in war, conflict, and 

insecurity. Whereas peace connotes 

calmness, rest of mind and freedom 

without arguing or fear (Obijole, 2012). 

Peace is a “state of harmonious 

relationship, absence of violence, war, 

and freedom from disputes, mental 

stress or anxiety between individuals, 

groups, states or nations. Peace is “a 

societal condition which ensures relative 

social stability and order through the 

dispensation of justice, fairness and 

opportunities for accommodation by 

formal and informal institutions, 

practices and norms” (Onah, 2017). 

Most religions, if not all, share 

similar beliefs, most especially in a 

supreme deity who created the universe 

and its inhabitants and they all have 

moral codes about peaceful co-existence 

with the people of other religions. The 

Holy Bible, in Romans 12:18, enjoins 

Christians to do everything in their 

power to co-exist peacefully with all 

men irrespective of their races or 

religions. Quran 5: 28 also mandates 
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Muslims to show love and mercy to 

people of other faiths (Oyeneye & 

Adenuga, 2014). 

 

Security 

The word Security can be 

viewed from various angles depending 

on the situation with reference to 

specific cases (Olawale & Yemisi, 

2012). The reason being that by nature 

the concept is imprecise. For instance, 

security is the art of “safety from danger 

or anxiety. According to Olawale and 

Yemisi (2012), security refers to 

something valuable or quality that is the 

condition of being freed from exposure 

to danger, protection, feeling or 

assurance of safety, freedom from 

anxiety or doubt. Security is 

invulnerability and defensive capacity. 

The issue of security could result from 

injustice, where people result to violence 

because they feel they do not get justice. 

This happened in Nigeria during the 

civil war in 1967-1970.  Security is the 

state or feeling of being secured, 

protected from espionages, theft, attacks 

etc. Security as the protection of persons 

and property against a range of hazards, 

including crime, fire and attendant risks, 

such as explosion, accidents, disasters, 

sabotage, subversion, civil disturbances, 

bombings (both actual and threatened) 

and in some systems, attacks by external 

enemies (Olawale & Yemisi, 2012). 

From the explanation of what 

security is all about, one can conclude 

that security is not just military 

protection or repulsion of external 

aggression and internal upheaval or any 

act that could threaten the peace and 

security of a nation. It also includes 

environmental stability, economic well-

being, demographic issues, good 

governance etc (Olawale & Yemisi, 

2012). 

 

Christian Religious Education for 

Peace and Security in Nigeria 

Christian religious educators 

should have some defined roles to play 

in the maintenance of peace and security 

in Nigeria. Teaching Christian 

education, no doubt, is a force to reckon 

with in the lives of individuals and the 

nation at large, because it is a tool that 

provides inspiration to Nigerians to unite 

and fight social upheavals, moral 

decadence, political stability and 

promote economic development through 

hard work. Also, religion prepares both 

the individual and the society for a good 

life preparing people for salvation in the 

kingdom of God. 

In listening to Dr Pastor Paul 

Enenche’s sermon in the Dunamis 

Church Glory Down Airport road Abuja 

on 26th May 2019, he prayed for the 

peace and security of the country 

Nigeria.  He condemned the ways 

people turn to worldly things in 

accumulating wealth, while causing 

instability in the country. He declared 

the end of evil forces in Nigeria like 

kidnapping, stealing, Fulani herdsmen, 

Jihad, militants and other civil unrest. 

He prophesised for the peace and 

security of Nigeria as the country 

prepares to enter Democracy week. We 

also thanked God for fearless and efforts 
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of religious leaders and Christian 

educators on one way or the other to 

pray and advise the government in 

maintaining peace and security. 

No religion teaches or preaches 

violence and conflict or militancy. Every 

religious education teaches, encourages, 

advocates and preaches peace and 

peaceful co-existence of all citizens. In 

Christianity Jesus Christ is known and 

referred to as the prince of peace. He 

taught, commanded and demonstrated 

the significance of peace and “his is 

name will be called wonderful, 

counsellor, mighty God, everlasting 

father, Prince of peace” (Isaiah 9: 6-7). 

“Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its 

saltiness, how will you season it? Have 

salt in yourselves and be at peace with 

one another (Mark 9: 50). Furthermore, 

the Bible says: “Let us then pursue what 

makes for peace and for mutual up 

building”. (Romans 14:19) Throughout 

Jesus’ earthly ministry, he demonstrated 

how to love and maintained peace with 

all men. Despite stiff opposition from 

the Pharisees and religious leaders, he 

never said any rude or insulting word to 

them. Even when he was arrested and 

Peter had to draw his sword to cut off 

the ear of the slave of the High Priest, 

Jesus cautioned Peter and replaced the 

ear. He was led to be crucified like a 

lamb that is dumb, for he said no word, 

to show the level to which he pursued 

peace (Olawale & Yemisi, 2012) 

Christian religious education in 

Nigeria calls for the quest for peace, 

security, tolerance and kindness which is 

a state of physical, mental, spiritual and 

social harmony. Other virtues of 

Christian religious education are that 

Christian educators were urged to 

imbibe the spirit of kindness and 

forgiveness. (Matthew 6) and further 

enjoined to live in harmony and peace 

with fellow human beings, repeal evil 

with that which is better and show 

perseverance with patience These values 

and virtues were practically 

demonstrated by Jesus Christ. He used 

non-violent methods to resist those who 

persecuted him. He never resorted to 

violence or force unless as defensive 

mechanism. Rather Jesus Christ prayed 

to God Almighty to forgive those who 

crucified him (Matthew 27). Peace 

making, negotiation and dialogue are 

considered more effective than 

aggression and violent confrontations. 

For instance, the virtue of tolerance and 

forgiveness as demonstrated by Jesus 

can be seen vividly when Jesus said He 

is not happy for the death of the sinners. 

The men of God in the 

scriptures advised our leaders at all 

levels to lead by example, imitate the 

life lived by Abraham (Gen. 12:17), 

Moses (Exodus 3:5) and Jesus Christ. 

These men were leaders who lived 

above reproach because of the fear of 

God in their lives. Our nation will be a 

peaceful place to live in if our leaders 

will demonstrate the fear of God in their 

leadership.  

Christian Religious Education regulates 

the conduct and behaviour of people in 

the society, and teaches vital virtues 

needed in the nation. The religious 

sermons that are preached in churches 
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and Christian Religious Education 

taught in the Nigerian schools with 

specific reference to citations from the 

Bible are all efforts geared towards 

modifying the behaviour of the people 

positively in the society. The 

counselling done by Christian educators 

and Pastors is also a way in which the 

society can be made to maintain peace 

and security in the nation (Osaji, 2016). 

According to Olasupo (2016), 

when a youth is not exposed to 

education and sound moral doctrine, 

such a person can only be liberated from 

ignorance and bad moral values through 

religious counselling. Christian 

Religious Education has a powerful 

influence on the activities of members of 

the society, whether they are Christians, 

Muslims or African Traditional 

worshipers because religious tenets 

work directly with the conscience of 

man, a guide to right living (Osaji, 

2016). In a situation where there is 

poverty and unemployment in the 

society, there is nothing bad when those 

that are affluent in the school or church 

show love by either employing these 

people or by giving them financial 

assistance, as done recently by Dr. 

Pastor Paul Enenche of Dunamis Church 

and Bishop David Oyedepo of Living 

Faith Church, where they donated food 

items and scholarship for students in 

cash or kind to people who are poor or 

have one problem or the other. 

Apart from teaching Christian 

religious education to students in the 

schools, the radio and television 

electronic media will be useful tools in 

communicating Christian religious 

messages to people. Through this, Dr. 

Pastor Paul Enenche suggested that their 

attitude may change positively and they 

could have moral and spiritual rebirth. 

When the adherents live strictly by the 

tenets of their religions, Africa will 

achieve the desired peace, good 

governance and security. 

Christian Religious Education is 

chiefly concerned with building the 

sense of Sacred in man, teaching him 

where he comes from, why he is here on 

earth and where he is going (Onah, 

2017). Christian religious education 

according to Onah, (2017) is “education 

designed to produce well ordered 

personalities or men of strong character 

for the nation”. In the view of Kitause 

and Achunike’s (2012), Christian 

religious education connotes education 

that “provides morals, ethics and 

spiritual standards that are normative for 

life, living and patterns for human 

existence and relations”. Christian 

religious education involves an 

organized system of learning that guides 

people towards moral and spiritual 

development. It directs people towards 

living a virtuous life. It helps people to 

gain their salvation with God Almighty. 

 

Christian Religious Education as an 

Instrument of Peace and Social 

integration 
 Peace and social integration are  

the  process by which people find 

acceptance as members of the society 

wherever they find themselves, 

irrespective of ethnicity, religion, 
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culture, colour, political affiliation, or 

social status. It is a situation where 

people from one part of a country can 

travel freely to other parts and find 

acceptance, live and work together, 

without fear of intimidation and/or 

discrimination. The implication is that 

social segregation based on 

indigenization, religion, or culture, must 

be rejected in favour of social 

integration. The school is a significant 

avenue for the dissemination of values 

that make social integration possible. 

Christian religious education teaches 

that all men in every  place have a 

common humanity and in Christ, God is 

in the process of calling people and 

recreating them into one spiritual family 

in which there is neither Jews nor Greek, 

slave nor free, male nor female (Gal. 

3:28). According to Reni (2017), “it is 

unfortunate that in this age, people still 

feel uncomfortable in relating with one 

another simply because they don’t 

belong to their tribes, religion or colour. 

This is primitive and primordial. There 

should be unity, peace and security in 

the common humanity.  

 

Conclusion 

This paper explored the importance of 

refocusing Christian religious education 

in peacemaking and national security in 

Nigeria. Religion is a potent factor in 

national development. Religion 

regulates man’s conduct and promotes 

good relationship between man and his 

fellow man and between man and the 

Supernatural Being. In a country 

besieged by insecurity, there will be lack 

of investments which in turn undermine 

economic growth. This will 

consequently deny the government the 

resources to build infrastructure and 

provide the basic necessities needed for 

sustainable development. When ethical 

values of the three different religions are 

well harnessed and disseminated in the 

society through religious education, an 

enabling ground would be put in place 

for peace and national security. 

 

Recommendation 

In the light of discourse above, the 

following recommendations are made to 

promote peace and national security in 

Nigeria through Christian religious 

education: + 

i. The teachers of Christian 

religious education at all levels of 

Nigerian educational system should be 

consistent in promoting spirituality, 

morality and ethical values while 

imparting Christian religious knowledge 

on students. 

ii. The students should be 

encouraged to demonstrate and practise 

such spiritual and moral values in their 

day to day dealings or affairs with other 

fellow men in the school set up. 

iii. Christian Religious leaders, in 

and outside government circles, should 

serve as good ambassadors of Christian 

religion by demonstrating spiritual life 

ethical values of kindness, tolerance, 

forgiveness, and consideration for others 

in all circumstances. 

iv. All obstacles in teachings that 

may hinder practical implementation of 

the spiritual life, ethical values and 
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moral values taught through Christian 

religious education should be removed 

in Nigerian schools so that peace and 

security should be promoted. 

v. It is pertinent now for a 

conscious attempt to re-read, re-teach, 

re-examine and re-interprets the Holy 

Scriptures, and Christian religions 

doctrines to make them more 

meaningful toward establishing an 

egalitarian society like Nigeria, where 

all people will be at peace with each 

other. 

vi. The Christian Religious teachers 

should preach and teach the word of 

God in its true meaning to the students 

and not form of misleading through 

negative indoctrinations and zealotry in 

the life of Nigerian students. 

vii. Christian religious students 

themselves should not use their own 

biblical, cultural and historical 

background to condemn other religions 

and denominational beliefs seeking to 

destroy other in their religious beliefs 

arising from a different cultural and 

historical setting. 

viii. Nigerians in schools should be 

given a proper re-orientation to embrace 

and see each other as brethren no matter 

their religious, tribal, political or 

regional differences. 

ix. Proper positive Christian 

religious education should be refocusing 

in Nigerian schools and strong 

orientation is to be given, so that 

ignorance can be wiped out. 

x. At home, parents and siblings 

are to embark on the parental 

responsibility in teaching and 

encouraging folk stories that stressed 

tolerance, endurance, security, justice 

and peaceful co-existence among 

mankind. 

xi. At school, comparative religion 

can be thought to enable students to 

compare and contrast with emphasis laid 

on areas of agreement, tolerance and 

security of lives and properties. This will 

help to eradicate ignorance and engender 

mutual understanding. 

xii. Respect and loyalty that 

members have for their denominations 

should be transferred to that of the 

nation. This can help them to fit into the 

wider society like Nigeria to promote 

peace in the society. 

xiii. Dialogue between different 

tribal and religious groups can be 

arranged. This will create a common 

forum for exchange of idea and 

understanding, consensus building and 

cooperation through citizenry. 

xiv. A Professional body for the 

study of different religions can be set up. 

Even in the schools, courses to be 

offered in religious department should 

cut across all Nigerian regions. This can 

eradicate ignorance in the society. 

xv. Conferences and seminars 

should be organised where issues that 

are threat to peace and security of the 

country should be addressed. 
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